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immortality. Christianity asks for and knows no other; "we are not 
interested in the everlastingness of the eternal 'mother-sea,' call it 
God or call it what we will, unless we include in it the sum of all our 
enduring distinct personalities." William James himself admits 
that which "we all wish to keep is just these individual restrictions, 
these selfsame tendencies and particularities that define us to our- 
selves and to others and constitute our identity." 11 If his faith 
venture is not for personal immortality, it is because in spite of the 
desire just quoted he prefers, for logical and pragmatic reasons, the 
belief I have defined. 

Jambs H. Lbuba. 
Bbtn Mawr College. 
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William James and Henri Bergson. H. M. Kallen. Chicago: Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press. 1914. Pp. x + 248. 

If there are still any students of philosophy who suppose that the 
speculative thought of James and Bergson is reducible, fundamentally, 
to pretty much the same kind of thing, Dr. Kallen's "William James 
and Henri Bergson " might be a good book to put into their hands. The 
cardinal contention of Dr. Kallen's book is that Monsieur Bergson, though 
agreeing with James in the belief that immediate experience is fluid in 
character and that logic and reality are incommensurable, differs from 
him essentially, inasmuch as Monsieur Bergson attempts to set up one of 
the many sorts of experience, out of which the world is composed, as the 
consecrated " reality " of the appearance-and-reality philosophers ; whereas 
James insists that things are really whatever we experience them as, and 
that no one of them can be the real substance of the world, since the world 
has no other substance than the sum of its experienced parts. In this 
respect, principally, Dr. Kallen finds Monsieur Bergson a traditional 
philosopher, quite unlike William James, whom he regards as an inter- 
rupter of the philosophical tradition. 

In elaborating what he means by calling Monsieur Bergson a tradi- 
tional philosopher in this sense, Dr. Kallen explains his views of the 
history of philosophy. All philosophers, he thinks, precedent to William 
James, have more or less arbitrarily dwelt on certain items of human 
experience to the disadvantage of the rest, and have made use of the 
enhanced reputation of their favorite varieties of experience to under- 
mine the metaphysical status of the world's objectionable parts; identify- 
ing, de-realizing, transposing, disparaging, until at last, by the mere 
shuffling about of the terms of philosophy's discourse, the obstacles to the 
unity of the world, and to God, and freedom, and immortality, had been, 
one or more of them, as the case might be, speculatively suppressed. 

Another ground on which Monsieur Bergson is charged with being 

""Human Immortality," page 29. 
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less of an iconoclast than he is commonly taken to be, is that he agrees 
with all other philosophers except William James, according to Dr. 
Kallen, in epistemologieally identifying knowing with what is known. 

When he summarizes the philosophy of James Dr. Kallen writes with 
the unexceptionable authority of a thoroughly faithful disciple, and in 
describing Monsieur Bergson's philosophy he gives what Monsieur Berg- 
son himself would probably consider a satisfactory exposition. Some 
of the argumentative passages of the book produce an obscure impression, 
because, perhaps, Dr. Kallen's language is not always adequate to his 
argument, falling into an excess or a defect. 

On the whole, the most general question suggested to the mind of the 
reviewer by a perusal of this book is whether a comparison of the phi- 
losophies of James and Bergson along a line almost promised by the sub- 
title of Dr. Kallen's work: "A Study in Contrasting Theories of Life," 
would not have yielded a larger number of valuable points of contrast 
than Dr. Kallen has actually managed to bring out. Thus we have in 
James, on the one hand, a philosophical author of unexampled generosity 
of imagination, impartially accessible to the difficulties of speculative 
ideas, gallant, spontaneous, profuse; and on the other hand, in Monsieur 
Bergson, a writer singularly circumspect and precise, tenacious of chosen 
topics, and deliberate to an extraordinary degree in the application of his 
philosophical powers. Which will prove, in the long run, the stronger 
agent of transformation in philosophy? It is conceivable that the ques- 
tions raised by confronting the personalities of the two men in such a 
way as this — by noting their differing attitudes towards the business of 
philosophizing as a part of the activity of human life — might carry one 
farther in the comprehension of some of the differences between the 
philosophies of William James and Monsieur Bergson — some of the 
technical differences, even — than could the methods that Dr. Kallen has 
employed, in the main, in the writing of his book. 

George Peckham. 

Columbia University. 
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